How to be creative
Few human attributes are held in higher esteem than creativity. To be creative requires a form of flexible thinking that most people possess to some (1) …

Contrary to popular (2) …, creativity can be cultivated. Here are some (3) … to set the stage.

Decide what you want to do. It could be something as practical as living on your income, or getting a (4) … of furniture through a doorway that is too (5) … . It could be as ambitious as inventing a new device, or as personal as (6) … yourself in poetry. (7) … in mind that without a good idea of what to create, you can’t be creative. It often helps to writhe down your objective.

Be positive in your (8) … . The solution may well be there for you if you work hard enough.

Learn all you can about your subject. The more you know, the better (9) … you are to find a solution.

Think. Thinking is a hard work, which is why we (10)…  away from it.. Don’t limit yourself to straight-line, logical thinking. Sneak up on your problem from a new (11)….

Incubate. If the solution doesn’t come after your (12) … efforts, put the problem out of your (13) … and let your subconscious work on it. Go back to it in a few days and see where you are.
Prune. Review your ideas and set (14) … the one that have not worked. Make changes until you come up with your best.

Put your ideas to (15) … . That’s the best way of testing them

1. A degree
B stage
C proportion
D scale


2. A legend
B concept
C myth
D thought

3. A plans
B ways
C methods
D means


4. A section
B part
C bit 
D piece

5. A close
B tight
C straight
D narrow

6. A expressing
B showing
C telling
D representing

7. A Believe
B Get
C Bear
D Maintain

8. A attitude
B spirit
C feeling
D opinion

9. supplied
B provided
C equipped
D furnished

10. start
B shy
C draw
D shrink

11. A angle
B edge 
C point
D approach

12. A early
B primary
C opening
D initial

13. A head
B mind
C brain
D thought

14. A about
B off
C out 
D aside

15. A perform
B run
C work
D produce
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Key

1. A (to some extent, in a limited way)
2. B (the only alternative would be belief)

3. C

4. D

5. D

6. A

7. C 

8. A (another alternative would be thinking)

9. C

10. B (avoid)

11. A

12. D

13. B (deliberately forget something)

14. D (set about=start, set off and set out mean begin a journey, so D is the only option)

15. C
