	World mourns Nelson Mandela (8th December, 2013)


	


South Africans and people from all over the world are mourning the death of Nelson Mandela. In South Africa, thousands of people gathered in Johannesburg and Soweto to say goodbye to their country's first ever black president. They danced, sang, cried and prayed for the man they loved. Mr Mandela died aged 95 on Thursday after months of illness. South Africa's President Jacob Zuma broke the news of Mr Mandela's death in a late-night speech on TV. Mr Zuma said: "Our nation has lost its greatest son." Mr Mandela spent most of his life campaigning for equal rights in South Africa. He spent 27 years in jail before becoming South Africa's president in 1994. 

Leaders from all over the world heaped praise on Mr Mandela. His long-time friend Archbishop Desmond Tutu said: "God was so good to us in South Africa by giving us Nelson Mandela." US President Barack Obama said: "He achieved more than could be expected of any man. Today, he has gone home." UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called him "a giant for justice and a down-to-earth human inspiration". He added: "Nelson Mandela showed what is possible for our world and within each one of us if we believe, dream and work together for justice and humanity." British Prime Minister David Cameron tweeted: "Nelson Mandela was a hero of our time. A great light has gone out in the world." 

	Saudi prince spends $19m on Disney party 


	


A Saudi Arabian prince spent close to $20 million on a party at Euro Disney near Paris. Prince Fahd al-Saud booked a large area of the Disney resort for a party for himself and 60 guests. His party lasted three days between 22-24 May. He invited many of his friends, as well as some big fans of Disney. Prince Fahd organised the party to celebrate graduating from university. Park officials told the AFP news agency about the prince's graduation party. They said there were special, "rare Disney characters" that do not usually appear in the Disney theme parks. They also said that the prince was one of their biggest customers, so they hired extra security staff to keep him safe while he had fun.

Euro Disney said it regularly arranges private parties for companies or people. The prince's party was the last event in a world tour called Disney Dreamers Everywhere, paid for by Prince Fahd. It started in Hong Kong and then moved to Tokyo, California, Florida and then France. Disney spokesman Julien Guedon said it was the first time someone had arranged such an amazing, private world tour. He told Britain's "Daily Telegraph" newspaper that he was not allowed to talk about the prince, although he did say the royal had fun at his three-day party at Euro Disney. He also said the prince helped to design some of the costumes and dance moves for the rare characters.

