CHARLES  DICKENS  ______________ ( be ) a famous English novelist . He __________

( be born ) on 7th February 1812 in Portsmouth , England , but he _____________ ( grow up )

in  Kent and in 1822 his family ____________ ( move )  to London. When he  _________ ( be)

twelve , he __________ ( live ) with a family friend because his parents __________ ( be ) in 

prison due to financial problems. His family __________________ ( not have ) any money so 

he _____________ ( leave ) school and ______________ ( work ) ten hours a day in a boot-

blacking factory. This place __________ ( be ) dirty and there _____________ ( be ) rats 
everywhere ; he __________ ( see ) and ____________ ( hear ) them all day. Dickens _________

( write ) about this unhappy period in “ David Copperfield ” and “Oliver Twist”. He ________

( go ) to different schools which he ________________ ( not like ) and later he ____________
( work ) as a clerk , a court reporter , a political journalist and an editor.

       In  1836 he ____________ ( marry ) Catherine Hogarth. They _________ ( have ) ten
children. In 1842 Dickens and his wife _____________ ( travel ) to the USA , where he 

____________ ( meet ) other writers. In 1843 he ___________ ( write ) “ A Christmas Carol”

which  ___________ ( become ) very popular. He also __________ ( visit ) Italy and Switzer-

land. In 1857 he ____________ ( meet ) an actress , Ellen Ternan , and he ______________

( separate ) from his wife in 1858. He ___________ ( help ) the poor , the suffering and the

oppressed . He ___________ ( give ) readings in many cities in Great Britain and the USA.

His major works ___________ ( be ) “ A Tale of Two Cities ” and “Great Expectations ”.

In 1865 there ___________ ( be ) a terrible rail crash ; he __________ ( be ) on this train but

he _____________ ( survive ).

     He ____________ ( die ) in 1870 , when he _____________ ( be ) fifty-eight years old. He is 

buried in the Poet´s Corner at Westminster Abbey in London. He ____________ ( be ) the 

greatest writer of the Victorian period and his literary style ____________ ( be )  a mixture
of realism and fantasy.
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At his desk in 1858







"Charles Dickens as he appears when reading." Wood engraving from Harper's Weekly, 7 December 1867

